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northern parts of Mesopotamia, which had now
fallen to Nabopolassar.

From Egypt he led out an immense army, greater
than any put in the field for a long time. Besides
the native troops he had bodies of Libyans, Ethio-
pians, and other allies. He reached Carchenrish, on
the Euphrates, without opposition, and was prob-
ably about to cross the river when he w&s met
by a Chaldean army. Nabopolassar was in failing
health, and unable to leave his capita], but aware
of the danger which confronted his empire, had
despatched his son, Nebuchadrezzar, with a large
army. Nebuchadrezzar gave battle at Carcheinish,
and won a crushing victory.' The Egyptians fled
in confusion, and did not dare to make a stand
until they had reached Egypt Nebuchadrezzar
pursued, and not one of the Syrophoenician states
raised an arm against him. He did not cross the
territory of Judah, but passed round by the sea-
coast and reached Pelusium unopposed. Jerusalem
was in terror lest he should attack it, and all Egypt
was in an agony of fear. The slaughter of Car-
chemish had undone Necho, and there was no heart
in Egypt to face Nebuchadrezzar in battle. In
those hours the fate of Egypt wavered in the bal-
ance. If Nebuchadrezzar went on over the Egyp-
tian border, there was every probability that Egypt
would be as easily overrun as it had been by
Esarhaddon. He had won Syria and Palestine
for the new Chaldean empire after but a very short

1 Jor. xlvi, 2 ; uornp. also 2 Kings xxiv, 7,